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UD WINS FEDERAL GRANT TO STRENGTHEN 
LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES PROGRAM 
August 28, 1992 
Contact: Rosemary Harty 
DAYTON, Ohio-- The University of Dayton has won a two-year, $124,000 grant 
from the U.S. Department of Education to expand and deepen the Latin American component 
of its international studies program. 
The Center for International Studies will also use the grant to strengthen Spanish 
language instruction for undergraduates at UD. Seminars for faculty members and extended 
stays in Latin American countries will build on existing expertise in the region. Five new 
courses will be created and existing courses will be revised to incorporate Latin American 
perspectives. 
The grant also will help establish exchange relationships with three Latin American 
institutions of higher education and research to provide ongoing opportunities for faculty and 
student study and research. Two universities are in Chile; the third is in Brazil. The new 
relationships may result in faculty exchanges and joint research projects. The grant also will 
support library holdings and the acquisition of materials to enhance proficiency-based 
instruction in Spanish, said Margaret Karns, director of the center 
Karns said two factors led to the University's plan to strengthen Latin American 
studies at UD: a growing number of faculty with expertise and interest in the region and a 
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greater number of international studies majors interested in studying Latin America, many of 
whom have experience in the region. 
"The spread of democracy is an important development in Latin America in the last 
few years and is another reason for Americans to be interested and concerned. Although we 
have seen positive developments, violence and a lack of respect for human rights continue to 
be an enormous challenge. These are the kinds of issues in which faculty and students are 
interested." 
Likewise, faculty interest in the critical environmental issues that won the world's 
attention in this summer's Earth Summit in Brazil, as well as continuing issues of human 
rights and emerging democracies, factored in the decision to strengthen the University's 
program, Karns said. 
"Latin America is an increasingly important area of the world for the United States," 
Karns said. "We are seeing greater interdependence with countries such as Mexico, which is 
becoming a major source of U.S. trade." 
For this reason, in 1994 UD will sponsor a business-oriented workshop on the region 
as part of the grant program. 
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For interviews, contact Margaret Karns, director of the Center for International Studies, at 
(513) 229-3538. 
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